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The Treatment of Tabes Dorsalis by the Method of Bonuzzi. 

In the Revue de Theropeuiique Generate et Thennate, 1892, No. 2, p. 25, we 
find a clear and concise statement of this method, which, it is hoped, will 
yield results as satisfactory as those attributed to suspension, without, how¬ 
ever, exposing the patient to the same dangers, nor indeed requiring the use 
of any apparatus whatsoever. The experiments upon the cadaver have 
shown that the mechanical distention undergone by the spinal cord is three 
times as great in this method as in suspension. The patient lies upon the 
back, head maintained in an elevated position by means of a bolster. The 
lower extremities are flexed upon the body through a semicircle, the knees 
being placed upon the chest of the patient, the legs being held straight; the 
operator,seizing the diverging ankles, carries them strongly toward the floor. 
The result is, that the vertebral column is strongly flexed forward. This 
position must he attained with care, for it gives rise to backaches and swell¬ 
ings of the posterior aspects of the thighs, due to intra-muscular hemorrhage. 
Benedikt reports a case where attacks of syncope and vomiting for many 
hours, with adynamia for several days, followed this treatment. It also has 
a greater effect upon respiration and circulation than does suspension ; but 
the distention to which one subjects the trunk and limbs can be readily 
graduated, and, if necessary, it can be immediately terminated. Benedikt 
reports that the gait of the patients was greatly improved, and the neuralgias 
markedly and constantly relieved. 

The Management and Care of Patients with Hemiplegia. 

Dr. William M. Leszynsky contributes a valuable paper in the New 
York Medical Journal, 1892, vol, lv. p. 202. Rest to be insisted upon; evacua- 



574 


PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 


tion of bowels and bladder; avoid bedsores by the application of a 25 per 
cent, solution of oxide of zinc in alcohol to the suspected part; early passive 
motion; electricity (faradization) after four to Bix weeks; if contractures, 
then galvanization (negative pole on nerve-trunks), the most potent remedy 
being a combination of the *' essence of patience” and the “tincture of time.” 
As prophylactic measures: avoid muscular overstraining, reduce nitrogenous 
food, keep bowels free, diminish high arterial tension, remembering that 
much depends upon the cooperation, self-denial, and self-control of the 
patient. 

The Electric Douche. 

Dr. W. S. Hedlf.y, believing that the action of electrized water by means 
of the electric bath is the least painful way of applying the current to the 
body, uses a movable jet douche, obtaining his electricity from a seventy-four 
cell Leclanchfi battery with a milliampfire-meter in the circuit. With salt 
water he could obtain a stronger current. It seems not unreasonable that 
with combined electric and hydriatric procedures we have a therapeutic 
agent of considerable power.— Lancet, 1892, No. 3574, p. 4C9. 

Phenyl TJrethan. 

M. Ed. Egasse has studied this substance, to which Giacosa gave the 
name of Euphorine (Bulletin Generate de Therapeulique, 1892, 2e. liv., p. 19). 
It occurs in crystals, slightly soluble in cold, more so in hot water, but soluble 
in nil proportions in ether and alcohol. Therapeutically, it is an energetic 
antipyretic without any danger, but indeed a beneficial effect upon the gen¬ 
eral condition. The dose is about Beven and one-half grains, which will 
reduce the temperature, commencing in from twenty to forty minutes, one to 
three degrees (centigrade), and this defervescence lasts from four to twelve 
hours. The mechanism is like that of other antipyretics—by vasomotor 
dilatation. Profuse sweating is a usual accompaniment of this reduction of 
temperature. 

According to Santoni, it is an anti-rheumatic in doses of fifteen to twenty- 
two grains. Aa an analgesic the results have been variable and generally 
unfavorable, with the exception of nervous headache. As a local anti¬ 
septic, in inveterate varicose ulcers, as a 10 per cent, ointment Oliva has had 
satisfactory results. In dermatological practice, Peroni has found that it 
presents marked advantages over iodol, sozo-iodol, aristol, resorcin, and 
chloral hydrate, in that it arrests suppuration, destroys odor, stimulates 
granulations, prevents the diffusion of virus from venereal ulcers. Inter¬ 
nally, it can be administered in wafers, but, on account of the burning sensa¬ 
tion which'it produces in the stomach, these should be avoided. Better is it 
to dissolve the remedy in Malaga or Marsala wine. For use externally, the 
sharp crystals must be powdered or dissolved in alcohol, 10 to 50 per cent. 

Teucrium Scordium in Pruritus Ani. 

Dr. John H. Brinton {Therapeutic Gazette, 1892, No. 1, p. 3) has observed 
that in certain obstinate and intractable cases of this disease, when the syinp- 
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toms are absent during the day but appear as soon as the patient is warm in 
bed, this remedy, recommended by Dr. Andrfi Lebel, is valuable. He uses 
the powdered leaf of the wild germandra, a plant of Southern Europe. The 
dose is ten to twelve grains, suspended in water, taken three times a day, 
about half an hour before meals. The powder looks and tastes like a form 
of pepper, is an active Btomachic, and stimulates the appetite. Great relief 
follows its exhibition for a week or ten days. In advanced cases of itching 
with hsemorrhoids it is not of much value, being curative only in the initial 
period of the disease and in the disturbed neurotic condition. 

The Treatment of Migraine. 

Dr. Sa vigny believes that the etiological conditions must be considered. 
Those predisposed to this disease are the neuropathies, gouty, rheumatics, 
diabetics, and antemics. Constipation is an important adjuvant condition. 
The use of narcotics (morphine hypodermatieally) is objectionable, in that 
it causes vomiting, is only palliative and not curative, and increases the 
constipation. Chloral only fulfils a symptomatic indication. The analgesics, 
salicylic acid, antipyrine, exalgine, acetanilide, and indeed sulphate of 
quinine, yield cures, but often relapses quickly follow. Haig, believing that 
in gouty subjects there is a connection between this and an increased excre¬ 
tion of uric acid, uses large doses of citric or mtro-muriatic acid. He believes 
that antipyrine acts in the same way. A nitrogenous diet, meat, cheese, and 
beer, should be forbidden. By its chemical acid the good effects of chloride 
of soda are explained (Batom, Nothnngel, Rabod); this, however, has been 
useless if there exists a gastralgia. The treatment between the attacks may 
be the reduction of obesity (method of Oertel), hydrotherapy, total rest, 
physical and intellectual, before a cold bath, with physical exercise after¬ 
ward, or if the bath is a hot one, followed by rest (procedure of Pelezeus). 
For the attack itself, Dunn has used cocaine hypodermatieally, although it 
often causes insomnia, agitation, exaggerated reflexes, rapid pulse, palpita¬ 
tion. Rossbach believes in the value of local massage. Neftel uses hot 
water to increase transpiration, muscular exercise, improvement of the gen¬ 
eral condition. Morris Lewis uses ten drops of the tincture of eucalyptus 
four to six times daily, while Gill Wylie has prescribed with success a grain 
of ox-gall and a drop of essence of gaultheria six times daily. The author 
employs caffein and bromide of ammonium in peppermint water, every two 
hours during the attack, recommending, in addition, electricity, either static 
or galvanic, with general faradization.— Revue tie T/ierapeuligue Medico- 
Cfiintrgicale, 1892, No. 4, p. 94. 

Bradycardia and the Action of Atropine. 

In the St. Petersburger medicinitchc Wochenschrifl, IS92, No. 1, S. 1, Prof. 
Karl Dehio shows that by the use of atropine we can readily differentiate 
between the cases of bradycardia due to vagus irritation and those of the 
automatic motor apparatus, Bince this remedy paralyzes the vagus endings in 
the heart. The four recorded instances show clearly that this method is a 
valuable one. In studying the association of such anatomical changes as 
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fatty degeneration, fibrous myocarditis, sclerosis of coronary arteries, throm¬ 
botic myo-malacia, he believes that these conditions are more often present 
without than with bradycardia. It was further noted that the older the 
individual the less was the acceleration which was produced by atropine. 

Atropine and Morphine. 

H. UNVERRICHT ( Centralblatt fur klinuche Medicin, 1892, No. 3, S. 49) 
attacks the position assumed by Binz, that atropine is an antagonist to mor¬ 
phine so far as the cerebral cortex and the respiratory apparatus are con¬ 
cerned. He believes that atropine i3 not a stimulant for the normal respira¬ 
tory apparatus, basing this conclusion upon the laboratory work of Orlowski. 

The Arsenical Springs of La Bourboule. 

Dr. A. W. Gilchrist, in the Climatologist, 1892, No. 1, p. 2, gives a tem¬ 
perate statement of the value of these waters in the treatment of lymphatism, 
struma, and scrofula, chronic diseases of the skin (“ herpetic” of the French 
writers), syphilis, anccmia and chlorosis, malaria, diabetes, affections of the 
throat and respiratory passages, gout, and chronic rheumatism. 

[We believe that these waters are worthy of a more careful study by the 
American profession, and that a visit to interesting Auvergne would be of 
more value, in carefully selected cases, than to other better known resorts.— 
R. W. W.] 

The Treatment of Syphilis by Mercurials. 

The Centralblatt fur die gesammte Therapie, 1892, No. 1, S. 1, contains a 
notable paper by Prof. Eduard Lang, in which he also discusses the ques¬ 
tion of nephritis in luetic subjects. The nephritis in early stages of syphilis 
can be either an infectious or a syphilo-loxic nephritis; in either case there 
is a call for an antisyphilitic, often indeed a mercurial treatment. In late 
syphilis, the nephritis may be of mercurial-toxic origin. Of course, the pos¬ 
sibility of the nephritis antedating the syphilis, or being independent of it, 
must always be considered. From the results of observation it is certain 
that mercury may give rise to a nephritis. 

It is important that the dose should be absolutely known, and such prepa¬ 
rations as those in which the drug is not kept evenly disseminated through 
the menstruum should be avoided. Inasmuch as stomatitis may go on to 
gangrene and formation of scar-tissue and a mercurial entero-colitis may be set 
up, it is fair to presume that renal degeneration which is beyond repair may 
follow the administration of mercury, particularly wheu it is in unusual 
doses, although even small ones will at times produce these untoward results. 
As the best method he uses oleum einereum in 50 per cent, solution, of which 
he uses one drop subcutaneously, to be repeated at intervals of five to seven 
days. In the first week, however, three doses up to one drop are given. 
Eight to sixteen treatments are necessary for cure. With this method re¬ 
lapses are less frequent and of moderate severity. 

[Oleum einereum {gray oil), introduced by Lang in 1886, is prepared by 
rubbing one part of lanolin with considerable chloroform to emulsion, thor- 
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oughly triturating the mixture, the chloroform evaporating during the pro¬ 
cess. While it is fluid two parts of metallic mercury are added, and the 
trituration continued. As a salve it is diluted with fresh almond or olive 
oil to the required mercurial percentage.—It. W. W.] 

Severe Accidents of Iodism. 

An unsigned paper in La Semaine Medicate, 1892, No. 5, p. xviii, gives an 
excellent account of our present knowledge upon this subject. CEdema of 
the glottis, of the same kind as serous infiltration of the eyelids, has easily 
caused death. In instances when at death the body has been covered by a 
pemphigus, a nephritis has generally been found. At times, even when death 
has resulted from oedema of the 'glottis, this renal condition has not been 
found. Curiously enough the doses which have been followed by (edema of 
the glottis have been, in general, small (six and one-half grains, Fournier). 
Attempts have been made to avoid such symptoms as oedema, coryza, head¬ 
ache, conjunctivitis, and epiphora, by its exhibition in milk, or the adminis- 
tion with belladonna, or bromide of potash. Following the method of Roh- 
mann and Malachowski, it is believed that the bicarbonate of soda will prevent 
these untoward symptoms, by rendering the blood more alkaline, which will 
hinder the setting free of the iodine of the iodide of potash. It is given in 
two daily doses to the amount of seventy to ninety grains. In all cases the 
integrity of the renal filter should be assured, although even in actual renal 
disease, as chronic interstitial nephritis, we may receive great benefit from 
this drug. While disease of these organs is not an absolute contra-indica¬ 
tion, yet it should be administered in the usual (not small) doses, and at the 
outset, preferably with the bicarbonate of soda. 

New Observations on the Physiological Action of the 
Mercurials and Iodides. 

In Merck’s Bulletin, 1892, No. 1, p. 3, Dr. William Henry Porter 
attempts to find a clear and rational physiological explanation for the good 
effects that are known to follow when these substances are introduced into 
the system as medicinal agents. He beli.eves that these inorganic compounds, 
taken into the body in excess of the absolute demands of the physiological 
economy, act as foreign bodies, and in this way become universally irritants 
to the system. To remove this element the system is called upon to make 
abnormally great exertions, and in attempting this extra amount of work 
there is at once a demand on the part of the physiological economy for a 
larger nutritive supply to accomplish this excessive amount of work. If the 
foreign body can be eliminated from the system, and a sufficient nutritive 
pabulum supplied and assimilated to sustain this increased demand upon 
the vital expenditures, the system is in this indirect manner generally 
improved in its nutritive vitality. He concludes that the inorganic com¬ 
pounds are not chemically decomposed in the system, but act by their 
mechanical presence; that the action of the mercurials and iodides is gov¬ 
erned by the same general chemical and physiological laws, and that they 
act in a similar manner; that the urine should be carefully watched and 
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frequently examined when using these inorganic compounds; that diet, 
digestion, and assimilation should be as accurately regulated as the dose of 
the drug, if the best results are to be obtained from our therapeutic agents. 

Therapeutic Results of Direct Electrization of the Stomach. 

Dr. Max Einhorn, in the New York Medical Record, 1892, No. 5, p. 116, and 
No. 6, p. 142, gives the results of his observations in the use of his deglutable 
electrode. He concludes that direct gastro-faradization proves to be useful 
in many ways in most chronic diseases of the stomach. The favorable results 
appear very clearly and pretty quickly in those cases of stomach dilatation 
which are not caused by any obstruction of the pylorus, but merely by the 
relaxation of the muscular coat or the stomach. Here the gastro-faradization 
is beneficial, no matter whether in these cases there is hyper-acidity or sub¬ 
acidity of the stomach contents. Cases of relaxation of the cardia (eructa¬ 
tions), and also of relaxation of the pylorus (presence of bile-secretion in the 
stomach), were very favorably influenced by faradization. Here the result 
was most markedly pronounced, inasmuch as, besides the subjective amelio¬ 
ration of the patient, the objective examination showed at the same time the 
absence of bile in the stomach contents (there was, however, only one case 
of relaxation of the pylorus under observation). Direct gastro-galvanization 
was administered with very good results in cases of obstinate gastric neur¬ 
algia; several of them had resisted every therapeutic means, but yielded to 
the influence of galvanization. 

Caffein. 

Dr. Nicola Ferraro concludes that this remedy is useful in altered 
nutrition (hypotrophy)—viz., in marked pyrexia of infection, advanced dif¬ 
fuse arterial sclerosis, alcoholism, anaemias, or in local conditions, hypertrophy, 
dilatation, pericarditis, myocarditis, atheroma of coronary arteries. The 
dosage i3 important, for it stimulates the vagus only in large doses (Semmola). 
Huchard recommends from five to forty-five grains; of late, fifteen to forty 
grains at the outset. It is recommended to be administered hypodermatically, 
noting the observations of Tanret, with equal parts of salicylate of soda or 
benzoate of soda, which gives a clear solution in distilled water.— Inter¬ 
nationale klinische Rundschau , 1892, No. 7, S. 262. 

Oxygen Gas. 

In acute respiratory affections. Dr. E. Markham Skerritt believes that 
the effects of the administration of oxygen gas are more striking in improving 
the tone of the pulse, in causing the cyanosis to disappear. He reports an 
instance in which the gas was used, although a fatal issue was not averted. 

In asthma and convalescence, Mr. Aubrey Blakiston gives his testimony 
as to its value in the first condition. In the latter he believes it to he, com- 
'bined with massage and electricity, one of the best substitutes for change, 
exercise, and sea air.— British Medical Journal, 1892, No. 1623, p. 269. 

In the Lancet, 1892, No. 3574, p. 464, Dr. William Collier and Mr. 
Horatio P. Symonds report a case of recovery in severe broncho-pneu- 



THERAPEUTICS. 


579 


monia following influenza,.and believe that this result was brought about by 
the continuous administration of oxygen gas. 

Syringes for Subcutaneous Injection. 

The Journal de Medecine et de Chirurgie pratique, 1892, 2e. cahier, p. 49, 
gives full and accurate information concerning the syringes of Malassez, 
F61izet, Gimbert, Burlureau and Guerder, and Peter. The last three forms 
possess especial interest, in that the treatment of tuberculosis by injection of 
medicated oils (creasote 1 to 14, iodol or iodoform 1 to 29, crystallized phenic 
acid 11^49, or guaiacol) is now recommended. The technique is fully given, 
the accidents carefully stated, precise antiseptic precautions noted, and, taken 
as a whole, this paper is a complete guide to the practice of voluminous sub¬ 
cutaneous injections. 

The Antiseptic Treatment of Typhoid Fever. 

Mb. A. A. Parry, in the Australian Medical Journal , 1891, No. 12, p. 569. 
reports six cases treated by the antiseptic method, chiefly by the use of 
chlorine. He concludes that, however powerful the perchloride of mercury 
may be in stopping the growth of bacteriological preparations, it loses its 
effect when used for that purpose in typhoid fever. In using liquor chlori 
there was, on the following day, an evident change for the better in the stools. 
The effect on the temperature was not so marked; in no case did it limit the 
disease. It is administered in drachm doses, every hour for twelve hours, 
and then every second hour. 

Contrary Action of Certain Drugs. 

Dr. R. Lepine {La Semaine Medicate, 1892, No. 4, p. 21) reports an instance 
where ergot produced a congestion of the face. He prefers to call this an 
accessory action rather than, strictly speaking, a contrary one. A similar 
result occurred in a phthisical patient who had received one seven-and-one- 
half-grain dose of acetanilide, when there was marked perspiration but 
intense congestion of the face. This is not paradoxical, for, indeed, the 
vaso-dilators are more readily excited, and a small dose can influence these 
without exciting their antagonists, and in this case with diminished dose the 
congestion was at its height. In a case of severb acute articular and visceral 
rheumatism the salicylate or soda apparently caused jaundice due to conges¬ 
tion of the liver, and as well a rise in temperature. He believes that, excep¬ 
tionally, due to particular conditions of the patient, an antipyretic may be 
responsible for a rise of temperature. 

The Treatment of Gall-stones by Large Doses of Olive Oil. 

Dr. James F. Goodhart {British Medical Journal, 1892, No. 1622, p. 219), 
in reporting five cases, concludes that he cannot claim anything more than 
a suspicion in favor of the value of the administration of oil. He found, 
however, some difficulty, but never an insuperable one, in exhibiting this 
remedy, and judging from his experience, a great deal has been digested and 
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absorbed. He orders the oil to be taken with maghed potato, or spinach, or 
salad, or even with some kinds of fish. 

The Conditions of Core in Consumption. 

Dr. I. Burney Yeo, in the British Medical Journal, 1892, No. 1620, p. 106, 
in commenting upon the well-known fact that in persona dying of other dis¬ 
eases there are numerous instances where anatomical evidence is discovered 
of arrested and cured pulmonary tuberculosis, yet is compelled to admit that 
as we meet it in its clinical forms it is rarely cured. An early diagnosis is 
essential, based on slight modifications of respiratory sounds, accompanied by 
some evidences of disturbance of general health. Early hoemoptysis is favor¬ 
able to cure, because it assists an early diagnosis. Also favorable is the ten¬ 
dency toward fibrous changes, as well as a lack of irritability of the tissues, 
that absence of tendency toward acute inflammation, the possession of a 
sound constitution; possibly, also, the mitigated virulence of the bacillary 
infecting agent, a sound condition of the organs of digestion and assimila¬ 
tion. The therapeutic conditions which favor cure are: attention to detail in 
feeding ( sur-alimentation ); life in the open air of the country or by the sea; 
a dry, pure atmosphere, not necessarily a cold one. Among antiseptics, none 
are so uniformly beneficial as are creasote or guaiaco). 

Poisoning by Male Fern. 

In the Prager medicinische Wochenschrijt, 1892, No. 5, S. 43, and No. 6, S. 
57, is found a medico-legal review of this subject, by Prof. A. Paltatjf. 
The symptoms are chiefly of irritation and inflammation in the digestive 
system, disturbance of the respiratory and circulatory systems, with very 
marked' impression upon the brain and spinal cord. He reports a carefully 
observed case, with results of post-mortem and chemical and microscopical 
investigation. Apparently the number of cases of poisoning has increased 
since the ethereal extract has been more extensively used but the doses have 
not been unusual ones. It is likely, also, that the administration in olive or 
castor oil may give rise to poisonous effects. Further, there may also exist 
an idiosyncrasy of the patient himself. 

Iodoform Poisoning. 

In the Berliner klinische Wochemchrift , 1892, No. 7, S. 142, appears a paper 
by Dr. P. Naecke, reporting an instance occurring in his own person. The 
symptoms were paraphasia, without hallucinations, weakness of power of 
thought and intelligence, forgetfulness, depression of spirits, melancholia, 
agrypnia, hypochondriasis. After these symptoms had persisted for two 
months he entered a sanitarium, where he recovered after eight weeks’ treat¬ 
ment. A month later he again commenced his work. 

Codeia Poisoning; Recovery. 

Dr. C. Mettenheimer sounds a note of warning that the use of this 
remedy for catarrhal disease of the respiratory tract may not be without 
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danger. A patient was directed to take a half-grain pill'every three hours. 
She took, however, four pills at once, which produced violent vomiting, pain 
in abdomen without passage, retention of urine; general condition bad; great 
drowsiness—without Bleep, however. The next day there was myosis; heart 
and respiration rapid, the latter possibly being due to anxiety. Complete 
recovery followed within three days.— Memorabilien, 1891, 3. Heft, S. 136. 

Aristol for Venereal Ulcers. 

Dr. T. Edmund Guntz, in Memorabilien, 1891, 2.'Heft, S. 65, gives the 
results of two years’ use of this remedy. He employs the powder dusted 
over the ulcer, and renders the medicament soluble by dropping upon it a 
small quantity of olive oil from a glass rod, so that it is evenly distributed 
through the powder and does not form" masses, when it is to be covered by a 
bit of protective. This dressing is to be changed twice daily. Aristol suc¬ 
ceeds better with syphilitic ulcerations than with so-called chancroids. 

Alcoholism and Tuberculosis. 

Dr. Hector W. G. Mackenzie believes that tubercle is more frequent 
among the alcoholics than is usually believed. The commoner type of 
alcoholic phthisis is a combination of excavation with broncho-pneumonic 
consolidation, the fibroid change being the rarer form. Alcoholism is a very 
frequent antecedent when there is not inherited susceptibility to tubercle. 
The condition of the patient is generally worse than would be expected from 
the amount of disease revealed by physical examination; the progress of the 
disease is more rapid, and the prognosis particularly unfavorable. Alcoholic 
drink in excess, so far from being a preventive, has an influence in the 
opposite direction.— British Medical Journal, 1892, No. 1626, p. 433. 

[These observations are important, in view of the fact that alcoholic stimu¬ 
lants are so frequently prescribed in large doses and for considerable periods 
of time in tubercular patients.—It. W. W.] 

Aconite Poisoning; Recovery. 

Dr. G. H. Tuttle reports a case of recovery after ingestion of seven and 
one-half drachms of this tincture. Medical assistance was obtained in forty- 
five minutes. Hypodermatic injections of brandy and twenty drops of tinc¬ 
ture of digitalis; injections per rectum of twenty drops each of tincture of 
digitalis and nux vomica, with brandy; ether and ammonia to the nose; 
digitalis and brandy was continued in smaller doses. After four hours the 
patient complained of burning pain in the stomach. Three day3 afterward 
the patient was able to be about and to do light work.— Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal, 1891, No. 26, p. 678. 

Piperazix. 

Drs. Biesenthal and Albr. Schmidt ( Berliner hlinische Wockenschrijt, 
1892, No. 2, S. 28) conclude from clinical observations that it is more valuable 
than any known remedy to dissolve uric acid and its concrements; being 

vou 1(0, wo. 5.— >:at, 1892. 3S 
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slightly absorbed from the stomach, it reaches the substance to be dissolved 
practically unchanged; it is best given in dilute solution—in soda-water— 
fifteen grammes daily. Its taste is not unpleasant; in proportion of 1 to 500 
parts of soda-water it is not detected. It does not irritate mucous mem¬ 
branes. Its easy solubility permits subcutaneous injection into tophi.' A 1 
or 2 per cent solution in one part of spirit and four of water, used as a Priess- 
nitz’s compress, is valuable for gouty swellings. It acts not only upon uric 
acid, but also upon phosphatic and oxalic acid calculi. 

CORONLLLA. 

M. V. POULET ( Bulletin Qhnbral de Therapeutiquc, 1891, No. 4G, p. 481) gives 
the result of his studies. The tincture of the entire plant was used in daily 
dosage of from one to two and a half drachms, believing that it was valuable 
in paroxysmal tachycardia, in the painful phenomena of certain reflex car¬ 
diopathies, in the disorders occasioned by changes.at the aortic orifice; it 
relieves the symptoms due to lesions of the mitral valve; that it cuts short, 
frequently in a remarkable manner, the attacks of cardiac or bronchial 
asthma; it increases the appetite; is a tonic so far as the alimentary canal 
and general system are concerned. It is superior to digitaliB in that it does 
not have a cumulative action, is not a depressant, nor does it give rise to 
digestive disturbances. Its chief value seems to be in the nervous affections 
(erethism) of the heart, whether primary, or secondary to a general neurosis, 
particularly in cardiac disturbance due to excess in venery, tobacco, coffee, 
or alcohol. 

The following papers are worthy of notice: 

“ On Fissures of the Bladder Mucous Membrane in Women,” by Dr. T. 
Heitzmaxn ( Centralblattfur die gesammte Therapie , 1892, No. 2, S. 65). Ex¬ 
amination with endoscope. Cure of catarrh of bladder by weak solutions of 
permanganate of potash, boracic or salicylic acid. Local treatment of fissure 
by application of cotton wet with solution of nitrate of silver, sulphate of 
zinc or copper. Support to uterus and bladder by glycerin tampons in 
vagina. 

“ Comparative Value of the Digitalins of Commerce,” by Dr. J. Fougdet 
(. Bulletin gaibalc de Therapeulique, 1892, 4e. liv., p. 71). A laboratory study 
in frogs, rabbits, and dogs. He concludes that digitalin represents all the 
properties of the plant. Commercial digitalins contain other principles, more 
or less active, besides this. Those digitalins soluble in chloroform and insol¬ 
uble in water have the same action, and should be employed by the physician, 
preference being given to crystallized digitalin, which should be given in 
one dose of one sixty-fourth of a grain. On the next day or day after, if the 
diuresis is insufficient, it can be repeated in one-half or full dose, but not to 
be continued, because of cumulative effects. 

“ Chloroformization with Small and Continuous Doses,” by Dr. Marcel 
Baudouin, in a reprint from Gazette des Hopilaux, 1892, pp. 88; method of 
Dr. L4on Labbfe, quoting the Mtmoires of M. Peyraud. An accurate and 
painstaking monograph, presenting a forcible argument for the adoption of 
this method. 
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“ Treatment of Mitral Insufficiency.” A paper based upon a lecture by 
PeOF. DlEULAFOY [Revue de Tkerapeutigue Generate et Thermale, 1892, No. 3, 
p. 33). Carefully prepared and concise. 

• “ Therapeutic Use of the Salts of Strontium,” by X)e. G. Bardet (Nouveaux 
RemZdes, 1892, No. 3, p. 52). A retume of existing knowledge, giving the 
chemistry, pharmacology, and therapeutics, with formulse. 

“ Massage in Medical Diseases,” by Dn. Ernest Barie ( Revue generate de 
Chirurgie et de Therapeulique , 1892, No. 2, p. 18), Mentions rheumatic arthro¬ 
pathies, muscular rheumatism, neuralgias, dilatation of stomach, and consti¬ 
pation. Moderate in tone. 

" Pental,” by Dr. E. Weber [MUnchener medicinkche Wochenschri/t, 1892, 
No. 7, S. 105). Chemistry, with brief clinical report. 

'* Oxygen and Strychnine in Respiratory Troubles,” by Dr. Couper 
Cripps ( Brilith Medical Journal, 1892, No. 1626, p. 436). Case of pneumonia, 
secondary to influenza, recovered by energetic use of these remedies. 

■‘Influenza Pneumonia Treated by the External Application of Cold,” by 
Mr. Wsr. Gordon ( Lancet , 1892, No. 3574, p. 466). Fenwick’s ice-pail 
method; patient had also salol, Hq. ammon. acet., chloral, and laudanum. 
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A Case of Syringomyelus. 

Dns. Hughlings Jackson and Galloway record the following case of 
this disorder in the Lancet , 1892, No. 3573: 

The patient is a stout, healthy-looking woman of forty-nine years, whose 
grandfather died at an advanced age, suffering from a nervous disease that 
caused contraction of the lower extremities. She has eight healthy children. 
At twelve years of age she was treated at St. Louis, Mo., for a deep cut on 
the extensor surface of the right forearm. Twenty-two years ago. she had 
an attack of “ sunstroke” while in the garden on a hot summer afternoon; 
she was unconscious for two horns. After this attack she gradually lost 
sensation in the right arm and hand, and on the right side of the body. She 
soon observed loss of power in the forearm and hand, affecting chiefly the 
third, fourth, and fifth digits, and became awkward at work and easily 
fatigued. Fifteen years ago she received a severe scald on the right fore- 



